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and that the whole of the money was ret*. 
Each now began to form conjures up 0 »* 
circumftance ; but the moft prevailing^ 
was, that the Egyptians had contrived this, 
they might find occafidn againft them, to deft! 
them. 'Thefe thoughts increafed their tormeos, 
and made their journey homewards complete 
wretched. 

With hearts opprefs’d with guilt and woe, 
To Canaan’s diftant land they go; 
Their brother left, confin’d in chains; 
Themfelves luftain feverer pains ; 

And, in the tidings which they bear, 
Increafe an aged parent’s care. 

The life, their food defign’d to fave, 
Their news draws nearer to the grave. 

And now, we may fuppofe, they have reached 
their father’s houfe. But O, when good old Ja- 
cob had heard the doleful tidings of their rough 
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, by t he Lord of the land ; of their imprifon- 
" V. nd that Simeon was left behind, and in 
An' too ! he cried out, “ Ye have robbed me 
my children — Jofeph is dead, and Simeon is 
ta ,„d in chains ; furely my grey hairs will go 
with forrow to the grave.” We have rea- 
loiito think, from this expreflion, that Jacob fuf- 
peeled his fons had been guilty of feme crime in 
Egypt, which caufed them to be thus ufed ; or, 
tot they had taken away their money, which 
they faid they had found in their facks,.by force 
orfraud. Indeed, he had great realons for fuch 
tfpicions, by their being fo wicked in times pad. 

Tliis may teach children, that if they with to a- 
Toidthe hard thoughts, which their parents, or 
other perfons might have of them, they mud a£t 
fo well in (mail, as well, as great concerns, as to 
deferve their confidence. Perfons are but feldora 
charged with crimes, who have never given a 
proof of their folly , and want of circumfpe&ion : 
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